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Abstract

A Lower Jurassic (Upper Pliensbachian) ammonite Canavaria sp. was discovered from the pelitic rock at Kado-

waki, Neo-mura, Gifu Prefecture. The mode of occurrence of this fossil indicates a reworked block embedded in the

chaotic beds of the accretionary prism rocks. The stratigraphical horizon of the ammonite-bearing bed is not deter-

mined with precision, but definitely younger than Late Pliensbachian. Canavaira is known from the Toyora and

Kuruma Groups, classical Jurassic in the Inner Belt of SW Japan. The close paleogeographical connection between

the seas of this area and of the inner side of SW Japan is therefore strongly suggested.
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Systematic Description

Hildoceratidae Hyatt, 1867
Genus Canavaria Gemmellaro, 1886

Canavaria sp.
(Figs. la-c)

1955 Canavaria sp. ex gr. geyeriana (Haas), Sato, p. 112-114,
pl. 18, Figs. 4-12.
2003 Canavaria sp., Kaseki no Tomo, no. 49, cover photo.

Material: An incomplete specimen collected by K.
Matsuba of Kadowaki Village at an undetermined site
in the Osago-dani valley, near Kadowaki in Neo-mura,
Gifu Prefeccture.

Measurements: As the specimen is somewhat frag-
mentary and deformed, measurements are made on the
last preserved whorls. D: diameter of preserved whorl;
UD: diameter of umbilicus; U/D: ratio of UD to D; H:
height of the preserved last whorl; W: wideness of the
preserved last whorl, in cm.

D 6; UD2.2; U/D 0.37; H2.3; W ca 1.2.

Total diameter probably attained 7.5 cm.

Observations: The specimen is a part of the outer
whorls of which one side is well preserved but the
other side is buried in the matrix. The inner part is
mostly dissolved and lost, except a small part pre-
served in the umbilicus.

Whorls are moderately involute, with umbilicus rather
small but open, bounded by slightly convex umbilical
wall. Whorl section elliptical, with gently convex flank.
Ventral region of the preserved living chamber becomes
completely smooth, with ribs faded away, and gently
rounded. Generally ribbing on the preserved last whorl
is sharp, simple, rectiradiate, and distant, 9-10 per quarter
whorl. Ribs at the umbilical border are slightly retrorad-
iate, but soon turned to be radial on the flank. They are
terminated with tiny tubercles at the ventral margin, then
curved forward on the ventral region, though they are
very faint and fade away. Inner whorls, only partly ob-
servable in the umbilicus, are provided with slightly pro-
rsiradiate simple ribs at least on the umbilical part of the
flank.

Comparison: The present specimen reveals immedi-
ately Canavaria sp. reported from the Teradani Forma-
tion of the Kuruma Group (Sato, 1955, P1. 18, Figs. 4, 5
and 10). Unfortunately the young whorls are not pre-
served in this specimen. The general shape and ornamen-
tation of the preserved outer whorls are however quite
similar to those of the Kuruma species. The present
specimen is therefore safely identified with Canavaria
sp.

Geologic formation: Generally pelitic rocks belonging
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Fig. 1. Canavaria sp. x 1. Osago-dani, Neo, Gifu Prefecture. Collection Katu-
smi Matsuba at Kadowaki, Neo-mura, Gifu Prefecture. a. Lateral view, b.
Another lateral view, c. Ventral view.
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to the Nabi, Kamiaso and Kanayama Unit of the Mino Belt, ac-
cording to Wakita et al. (1992).

Geologic Age: Upper Pliensbachian (Domerian).

Collection: Private collection (Katsumi Matsubara, Kadowaki,
Neo Village).
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