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Abstract

Abundant fossil beetles were obtained from the Middle Pleistocene Tsumori Formation in

Mashiki-machi, Kamimashiki-gun, Kumamoto Prefecture, Japan. The fossil assemblage includes 12

taxa in seven families of Coleoptera: Carabidae, Dytiscidae, Hydrophilidae, Scarabaeidae,

Elateridae, Chrysomelidae, and Curculionidae; however, most of the fossils are undetermined below

family level because they are fragmentary specimens. A well-preserved elaterid fossil was identified

as Spheniscosomus cribricollis (Faldermann) and represents the oldest fossil record of this species in

Japan.

Key words: fossil insects, middle Pleistocene, Tsumori Formation, Kumamoto Prefecture
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Fig. 1. Map showing the locality of Shimojin, Mashiki-
machi. Using the topographic map “Mifune”, scale
1: 50,000 by the Geographical Survey Institute.
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Fig. 2. Geological column of the Tsumori
Formation at the fossil locality.
Arrows showing horizontal range of
silt fossil beetles.
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Table 1. Fossil beetles from the Tsumori Formation.

Taxa 7 ¥E#F

number

Carabidae A4 L1-F
 Bembidion sp. EXTXITE LR 1

gen. et sp. indet. TS L2800
Dytiscidae 40O F
~gen. ot sp. indet. [REIEESE
Hydrophilidae #4584
* Coslostoma sp. T ILH LR
Scarabaeidae I 2L -¥H
- Geotrupes sp. T FIAH TR
- Aphadius sp. T IAH 1B
- Onthophagus sp. T IHA[H
Elateridse DA% LS H
- Spheniscosomus cribricollis A 4200404 u4
-gen. et sp. indet. [RIBRE
Chrysomelidae #\vAat- ¥
- Donacia sp. F+24 LR
Donaciinae gen. et sp. indet. 7Ll BH
-gen. et sp. indet. RAXE
Curculionidae Y72 Li-H
-gen. et sp. indet. R E
Other Coleoptera T MMM PR
-fam., gen. et sp. indet. Bl BIBsEE
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Coleoptera OO O ODO0O
Carabidae 00000
Bembidionsp. OO0 0000000010
O Fig. 3A0O
oo0oooooooooooooo
oo00o0ooooUoooooooooooooooooo

oooo;c, 00000000 10,0000;D0,0000000,000;E, 00000000000
10,00;F0000,0000000;G6,00000,000.00000 1.0mm.
Fig. 3. Fossil beetles from the Tsumori Formation: A, Bembidion sp., pronotum; B, Coelostoma sp., 0O 00O

pronotum; C, Onthophagus sp., sternum of metathorax; D, Elateridae, right elytron; E, Donacia

goboobooboobooboobooboobooo
gobooboooboobobooboboobooboo
goboooOoobo0omooboobobooobooboo
goooogooo
O0000008mmOOO0O 0.9 mmO
gdoooooooooooDOooooDOooooDOoOooo
goobooooobOoobooboobOoboboobooo
0000000 00Q0DO0OO Bembidion dolorosum
% O MotschulskyDl OO OO0
go0ooooo B. consum-
matum BatesO OO O OO
00000 0B. echigonum
Habu et BabaO OO OO
ooooooooogooo
oopopooooooooo
oooooooooooo
ooobooooooooo
10000.

Hydrophilidae 0000
Coelostomasp. 0000
oooo1o
O Fig. 3BO
o0ooooooooo
ooooo

oo0ooooooooo
o0ooooooooooo
goooooooooooo
oooooooooooo
oooooooooooo
oooooooooooo
oo

oo0oo0o0O0O0 1.3 mmO
000 1.9mmO

oo0ooooooooo
oooooooooooo
ooooooooooooo

Scarabaeidae 0O 00O
|
Onthophagus sp. 00O
oooooid
0 Fig. 3CO

O0ooooooooo

ooocoooooooo

(Donaciomima) sp., head; F, Chrysomelidae, head and pronotum; G, Curculionidae, left elytron. ooooooooo

Scale bars = 1.0 mm.
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000000 29mmO0O00 1.9 mmO
00000000oOooooooooooooooooo
oooo10000004ada

Elateridee OOOOO0OO
Spheniscosomus cribricollis (Faldermann)
oooooboooo
O Fig. 40

O000O00000ObOO0o0o0DObOO0oOo0ooObOOoooooboo
oo

0O0d0000o0oOooooooooooDoDoOD—0O0O0OD0b0O
gooooboobuo—0booboobooboobooo
gobooobooboobooboobooboobooo
gooooboobooboobooboobo—booo

04, 0O00O0O0OOOOOOODOODOODOODOODOODOODDOODO
Jooooo0ooooodo 1.0 mm.
Fig. 4. Spheniscosomus cribricollis (Faldermann). Left photograph: head, prono-
tum, elytra, and hind leg.; Right photograph (counterpart): sterna of thorax oo oooOOoDOoOOOO0

and abdomen. Scale bar = 1.0 mm.
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ooooooooO0o0056mmiO00 5.8 mmO

Oo000oooo00oo0ooo0oOooOooOo0oooboOo0ooon
goocoobcobobz2zommbOOO0bOOoOOOODOOOOOO
goooboooooooboooooobooooobooo
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Elateridae gen. et sp. indet
gooooooo 1o
0 Fig. 3D0

0o0popo0dooOoO0o0ooObO00ooDbO0ooDObOOooODOoOD
goosgobooobOobooOobooboobobooon

O0000056mmO000 1.2mm0O

0f00oooooboooooooooooo
goooboo10mmO0O0D00OO0O0OOOOO

Chrysomelidae 00O O0O
Donacia (Donaciomima)sp. 0000000
gooo1o
0 Fig. 3EO
oooooo
oo0o0oooooooOoooOooooooo
O00ooo0o0oooooooooooooo
Oo0o0o0o0o0o0Ooo0o0OoDooooooooo
O000oooO0oOooooooo200000
ooooo
Oooooco017mmOdO0O0 1.3 mmO
oooooooboobooboobooobooo
000000000000 Cyphogasterd 00
00000000 Donacia s. str.0 00000
0000oO0o00ooo0oooooooooo
000o0o00oo0ooO0oooOoooooooo

Chrysomelidae gen. etsp.indet 0 O0OOO
10

O Fig. 3FO
O0oooboooooag
00oobOoobooooooooooOon
oooooo—0o0ooooooooooooo
ooooooo—000ooooooooooo
ooooooooooooooo
oo0o0oooo0—001.6mmOdOQOnO
2.6 mmQ
OO00o0ooooooooooooooogg
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