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Abstract

The Middle Pleistocene Saijo Formation is distributed from the Saijo Basin and to the Kurose Basin, in southern
Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan. Abundant fossil insects collected from two exposures of the formation were examined.
The fossil assemblage includes 11 taxa in six families of Coleoptera: Carabidae, Dytiscidae, Staphylinidae, Byrrhidae,
Elateridae, and Chrysomelidae. Fossils of Elaphrus japonicus represent the first record of this species in the Chugoku

district and indicates a cool to cold temperate paleoclimate at the time of deposition.
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Fig. 1. Map showing the locality of Taguchi, Saijo, Higashi-hiroshima
City. Based on the topographic map “Kaitaichi”, scale 1:50,000,
issued by the Geographic Survey Institute.
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Fig. 2. Geological column of the Saijo
Formation at the fossil locality.
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Table 1. Fossil insects from the Saijo Formation.

s

Loc.1A | Loc.1B | Loc.1C | Loc.2

@ (FH) H COLEOPTERA

74 2 ¥ F} Carabidae
AT IED 1 FE Carabus sp.

* A+ N2 X a v NF Elaphrus japonicus
IAFTTI L YIED 1 Bembidion sp.

55 IILVIED 1T Synuchus sp.
F 4 T3 & T HiF Perostichinae
JEFE R SE gen. et sp. indet.

4 v a7 F} Dytiscidae
<Ay aa vy go 1fE Agabus sp.

zuae X5y Iay o 15E lybius sp.

JEFERE gen. et sp. indet.

NA A 7 2 F} Staphylinidae

JBFEARE gen. et sp. indet.

~ )V b & ¥ F} Byrrhidae

JEFERE gen. et sp. indet.

I A % 4 U F Elateridae

JBTERE gen. et sp. indet.
N2 T Chrysomelidae

11 3 29 11

F % I X7 ¥\ Y Plateumaris constricticollis 2 6 18

IXTHNLTIERD 1 HE Plateumaris sp.

+ 27 4 N2 T WiF Donaciinae

Z DAt H W other Coleoptera

FHERE R E fam., gen. et sp. indet.
%4 H LEPIDOPTERA
A" D ifi Lepidoptera pupa
A H DIPTERA
N IR P Diptera pupa

oo
~

48 78
3 11 18

32 44 23 26

Nt

73 76 131 154

Carabus sp. % A VgD 1 H
(14 3A)

WAL A R s R R <

L ARICHER O B AT CIEA RIS,
RENIPRAR., KEZ I TROMEN3HIH Y, ZORIIR
RPRELZFERAS 255 (M) WROONL. EFITHR
B TEECRDY D 5.

FHE : B X 11.0 mm+, & AR 4.6 mm.

PEHEHE - Loc. 1B.

% FFEIN R EORRI LA A VETH S, SHHBIK
MENKRE LI TRERD, BRESY L OBAFOFT
&, C. tuberculosus £ 7 AL VITHRD L PTWS,

Elaphrus japonicus Ueno *ANY3IavEFT
(14 3B)

AL A AR

Bk RO LTI ERE K. BB X ORI
bbb, ERCEEFRZWOLRAT, MVEREEREH 5.
K 4 Y ONLIRBEA RO S b, PURBHIKE {, L%
RIS h, BEEFFL. WIKEED S % 258 L 20
DN B E - 72 LD D 5.

I : RS 3.3 mm+, IE 2.2 mm.

7 Y HE : Loc. 2.

5% : R OTBREBAEMOF ANy I a v EFFL—

T 5. HROBUAEREE O T, E. comatus © AN 3 3
YEFFE E punctatus I I a7 ERFLIIREEBX
CHRRBEDTEIRDSK & K 72 5. E. sibiricus TNy 337
EFFEIBEO KM ETDHY, LAO LB EIFXT]
ENb. FANYIaTEFRFICRERD LSBTV S E sugai
75 T8Ny a7 FREIRIREES L D /3w & TR
L7z

Dytiscidae 7° > T1 7 £}

Ilybius sp. 7k XX vyIaavgo 1M
(¥ 30)

T VAR S B 7 RN e

L MERO L. RIS NS, Bimide. 25
EERBHNCEAZHROFAGRO 5N 5. SFICEA, X
MZZAROMARNZINE b, HEF 23 HRA~FE L <
HIET 5 Z Lidewv. BERUTRD Sk,

FHE . B X 7.3 mm+, IKIE 3.8 mm.

PEHEHE : Loc. 1B.

i - REOMEHIREDZNZ 1. nakanei 3V R 7 ae 27
Y IAUTR] anjae 7 U A TR IZHART, SR
Al Ao,
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Fig. 3. Fossil insects from the Saijo Formation: A, Carabus sp., right elytron; B, Elaphrus japonicus, right elytron; C, Ilybius sp., right elytron; D-E,

Plateumaris constricticollis (D, pronotum; E, metafemur). Scale bars = 1.0 mm.

Chrysomelidae /N & ¥ F}

Plateumaris constricticollis (Jacoby) * 34 I A 79 NAY
(4 3D, E)

AL« R AR

FEER : ERICR MR, BB L OBRBIIHIS I, Bk
13 & Y IEA)E. R OB B L O EIREAT IXR. 5
T EERITH WAL S . BRI s 7 %
PES . iR LR 5. BETEREGIREFUA.

FHAME : B 1.9 mm, &K 2.1 mm.

PEHEHE : Loc. 1C.

5% : B TR OFEIIHAEDOTE HARICHA T 5 ssp.
toyamensis Wi MY <4+ I X7 Y NA Y (FawITo 4 F
IATHINLY) LT 5.

FRA : TR BRE.

R ARICRE. BRTICKRE LErD 5. RKTH
NANE DS, BERIREOSEIGREHF L0, 1wk
HiE e TaEGTUZE .

FHAAE - B 1.7 mm, #RAIE 0.9 mm.

FEHEEE : Loc. 2.

5% : B OO IIHAD ssp. babai ¥ F /) *F I X 7%
INA T B X ssp. toyamensis NI AF I AT NN T E—
T 5.

BE

LRSIy €
Elaphrus japonicus + 4+ /N 3 3 7 & R X3 ARIMB L O
WOy TIHAT AT IA T THS. SUNOR IR
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Plateumaris constricticollis 7+ I X 7% NnY (F+ %7
ANLY) i, HEEHOAZANLYTHY, FHigR,
W, ARG A LT 5. SEHILERREOLH S A & )
HINTWEY, IhFE THERT» 5 FEHFto/La i
S o e, BAEOHRERITIIER P Y <44 I X7 W
NEAYHBFHLTV S (RBRTOREIEZRV). HEED
SOLAEIE, A+ F I XTI OEMSME & A OREE %
S5 LTEELZERNTHS.

WESi O

ILAEREEOEBBEICOWTERET S, Loc. 2 2 bid st
FNYIaVERFETFIXIHINLTO2FHFEHL
7o, o 2B, hiEy Aoz Bw T, 3y R
AT, IANY auEZ BB THREL TS, ZoZE
A5, Loc. 2 DREBIZZ D L) 2R CHER L7z 2 e &
NE. TRCOBENPSEHR LI X 79N L VIEOLAIR,
WFRH T FIXZINLIDLDEEZOND. HiEoT,
Loc. | DO RE# S R LR BREDO T CHR L7z A BN,
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