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Abstract

The circumstances of natural history museums in Japan at present is analyzed on the basis of data which are mainly
results of researches of the Japan Association of Museums and the Tansei Institute Co.
The results are as follows;
1) Museums in Japan are 4040 or 9000 (in wide sense) in number and natural history museums occupy 4.5% or about
7% (in wide sense) of them.
2) Users decrease a little compared with ones of the last five years.
3) A general trend of museums in Japan at present is low-spirited state because of decrease in administrative support of
finance.
4) Museum activities are seemed to lay emphasis on education than on research.
5) Museums in Japan are asked to establish identity in changeable social conditions generally.
6) Natural history museums have an important role in various problems of environment and nature conservation.

In this century, museums have to notice their role and to start for stepping up of them in future.

Key words: museum, natural history museum, Japan, basic data, museum activity
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Fig. 1. Number of museums and the rate by the kind of them in
Japan.
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Table 1. Number of museums and of users of them in the last five
years in Japan.
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Table 2. Number of newly established museums in the last five years in Japan.
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Table 3. Number of museums by Prefecture in Japan.

i 40 8 B+ EIAAAH o+ B WA PN s iﬁ';g“/ Rt A

1. ) 5 264 1. dmsE 44 1. # 17.1 1. £ % 1.0 1. E B 9.1
2. JufE 262 2. B % 24 2. JufrE 16.8 2. B IR 11 2. I B 12.4
3.k B 220 3. X 19 3.1 16.3 3.1 # 1.3 2. & 12.4
4. It 149 4. I B 17 4. &5 F 13.1 4. I B 14 4. &5 F 12.6
5. I B 148 5. Mzl 15 5. & Mt 12.0 4. & 1 1.4 5. dbfpE 12.8
6. #)Il 145 6. B B 12 6. I B 115 4. t& I 1.4 6. A JI 13.0
7.8 W 143 7.4 F 1 7.% W 11.4 7. % H 1.6 7. @ 13.3
7.% M 143 7.8 E 11 8. & I 11.0 7.0 ¥ 16 8. [ 13.7
9. # [ 109 7. 5% JE 1 9. B ¥ 10.9 9. W 1.7 9. & 16.5
10. + % 108 10. & 1 9 10. ¥ & 10.8 10. A 1.9 10. 1@ 17.3
1L % £ 101 1. 4 ) 9 10. & R 10.8 11 [l 2.0 11 & % 186
AEGBE) 4040 343 85 3.2 379
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Fig. 2. Ashmolean museum of the Oxford University, Great
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Abstract

This article explores the following cases of cultural museums in order to discuss how they can help people: “HYOGO
PREFECTURAL MUSEUM OF HISTORY - a new history museum through its renewal whose concept is interaction”,
“SHIMANE MUSEUM OF ANCIENT IZUMO - exhibits on themes rather than on comprehensive history”, “WAKASA
MIKATA JOMON MUSEUM - reconsidering modern civilization through the Jomon culture”, “FUKUI PREFECTURAL
MUSEUM OF CULTURAL HISTORY - a tour route in reverse chronological order and sensuous exhibits”, “IBUSUKI
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM - ideas for modern life”, “KITAKYUSHU LITERATURE MUSEUM - supporting the
literature of personal histories”, “TOKYO NATIONAL MUSEUM - enriching services”, “HIGASHIOHMI NOTOGAWA
CITY MUSEUM - working with local residents”, “KITANAGOYA CITY MUSEUM OF HISTORY AND FOLKLORE
- cooperating with a welfare organization”, and “live museums - SANSHU ASUKE YASHIKI, TETSU NO REKISHI
MURA, SUMIDAKU SMALL MUSEUMS?”. People who have felt failures or have lost sight of purposes in their lives
can learn many things in cultural museums from the lifestyles and various ideas of our ancestors. These museums should
not just be where old objects are arranged but be where people can discover something and obtain energy to live tomorrow
through devised exhibits and educational programs.

Key words: history museum, literature museum, archaeological museum, live museum, humanity museum
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Abstract

We provide a brief overview of the history of the Bulletin of the Mizunami Fossil Museum and analyze the papers

published in it. The Bulletin of the Mizunami Fossil Museum was first published in 1974 and is one of the oldest museum

journals in Japan. The papers dealt with paleontology, geology, and museology of the world. Since 1994, contributors

from outside Japan increased. The Bulletin is becoming an international journal for researchers of the world.

Key words: Mizunami Fossil Museum, Bulletin of the Mizunami Fossil Museum
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Nagashima Mineral Collection and Nakatsugawa Mineral Museum

Yoshio Ogino

Nakatsugawa Mineral Museum, 639-15 Naegi, Nakatsugawa 508-0101, Japan

Abstract

The museum was opened in May, 1998 at Naegi, Nakatsugawa City, Gifu. The Naegi district is famous as a site which

is occupied by granites with pegmatites. Rock crystal, topaz, beryl, mica, cassiterite and so on have been known from the

Meiji Period. The occurrence of rare element metals is well known in the district. Naegi is the first locality discovered

Fergusonite and Naegite. The Nagashima Mineral Collection deposited in the museum is presented by Mr. Otokichi

Nagashima and Dr. Kozo Nagashima. The father, Otokichi was a pioneer amateur investigator of mineralogy and his son,

Kozo, the professor of the Tsukuba University was a specialist of geochemistry. This collection made by them consists of

about 3,200 specimens, most of which is minerals of rare element. Organization and activities of the museum are shortly

explained.

Key words: Gifu, Naegi, Granitic pegmatites, Nagashima Mineral Collection, Nakastugawa Mineral Museum,

Otokichi Nagashima, Kozo Nagashima
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Fig. 1. Smoky quartz, Keisekiyama, Iwasu, Naegi, Nakatsugawa
City, Naegi District, Gifu Prefecture.
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Fig. 2. Topaz, Igumi,Naegi, Nakatsugawa City, Naegi District,
Gifu Prefecture.
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Fig. 5. A permanent exhibition room, Theme 5 “Those who
loved minerals” (Nagashima Mineral Collection).
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Tig. 7. Permanent exhibition room, Theme 3 “Geology
of Nakatsugawa”.
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8. WRERET—< 4 [HYoHRER .
Fig. 8. Permanent exhibition room, Theme 4 “Mineral
world”.
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Comprehensive Exhibition in Natural History Museums

Junji Itoigawa

5125-4 Hiyoshi-cho, Mizunami 509-6251, Japan

Abstract

“Comprehensive exhibition”, a new image of museum exhibitions is proposed. Exhibitions in museums in Japan is

mainly divided into 3 categories such as A (exhibition by “mono”-material), B (exhibition by “koto”-story) and

C (comprehensive exhibition). In general, C category exhibition is seen in some advanced museums. Getting hints from

exhibitions of the National Natural History Museum in France and of the Lake Biwa Museum in Shiga, Japan, concept of

comprehensive exhibition is certainly invented.

It means C category exhibition which comprises comprehensively A and B category exhibitions. Characteristics of

the concept are presented as key words as follows;

comprehensive, barrier free in soft and hard sides, simple, bright, various, dispersive and convergent, evolutionary,

human being and nature, museum activities.

Key words: exhibition, comprehensive exhibition, natural history museum, National Natural History Museum (Paris),

Lake Biwa Museum
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Exhibition Technology of Museums
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Tansei Institute Co., Ltd., Ueki Bldg., 5 — 3 — 4 Ueno, Taito-ku Tokyo 110-0005, Japan

Abstract

“the science
“exhibits

This article discusses various museum exhibit techniques from twelve important viewpoints as follows:
and artistry of exhibits”,
and communication”,

“exhibits showing what cannot be seen”, “exhibit narrative”, “sympathetic exhibits”,

“hands-on exhibits”, “exhibit illumination”, “exhibits and educational programs”, “representations

with mannequins”, “exhibits and humor”, “devising tour routes”, and “exhibits and video representations”. The point is
how many visitors museums lead to understand their messages by arranging material objects and facts/truth accessibly
and enjoyably. Exhibits based on such techniques require thorough collaboration between curators involved in academic
research activities and specialists on the science and artistry of exhibits. Supporting mutually and making the most of their

strengths create exhibits impressive to museum visitors.

Key words: the science and artistry of exhibits, exhibits showing what cannot be seen, exhibit narrative, sympathetic
exhibits, exhibits and communication, hands-on exhibits, exhibit illumination, exhibits and educational programs,

representations with mannequins, exhibits and humor, devising tour routes, exhibits and video representations
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Cooperative Works of Minokamo City Museum and Schools— Learning of Children and Museum in a Community —

Mitsuo Kani

Minokamo City Museum, Kamihachiya 3299-1, Hachiya, Minokamo, Gifu 505-0004, Japan

Abstract

Children have utilized Minokamo City Museum as sources for their learning for 8 years. Although some problems

can be pointed out, our cooperation is succeeding at some extent. According to the surveys on children, it can be said

that children have got various knowledge through the people or the museum as a meaningful space, as well as getting

information through “objects”. To support their activities, it is essential to arrange the surroundings of the museum as

“the space of the learning in the community”. Similarly, consideration about the way to respond to the children, which has

clear vision of museum, is required. I am sure that children, who utilized and enjoyed museum casually, will come back

to museum as “understanding cooperators” and live in the communities as “citizens who love culture”.

Key words: museum, school, cooperative works of museum and school, community
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Abstract

Considering how to develop Japan-specific ecomuseums from now requires knowing different efforts in existing

overseas and domestic ecomuseums. Therefore this article discusses the following ecomuseums in Japan and other

countries: “Ecomusée de la communaute urbaine le Creusot Montceau les Mines - the adventures of Creusot (France)”,

“Ecomusée de L’Avesnois - pupils participating in developing the ecomuseum (France)”, “Ecomuseum of Norway - the

farmer culture”, “Ekomuseum Bergslagen - regaining the identity (Sweden)”, “Ecomusée du fier monde - the proud world

(Canada)”, “Ecomuseu do Seixal - the community museum (Portugal)”, “Does Britain have an ecomuseum? - Ironbridge

Gorge Museum”, “Asan Live Museum in Tokushima Prefecture (Japan)”, “Toba Ecomuseum (Japan)”, and “Amami Park

(Japan)”. Although ecomuseums, which were born in France, have spread worldwide, any country has evolved them in its

own way. Understanding their concept partially, Japan has often developed ecomuseums just domestically. Considering

the current circumstances of the country that ecomuseums belong to, we should seek ways of developing them.

Key words: ecomuseum, European c€comuseum, Japanesque cecomuseum
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From the Natural History Museum to the “Ecomuseum”

Junji Itoigawa

5125-4 Hiyoshi-cho, Mizunami 509-6251, Japan

Abstract

The new concept “ecomuseum” ([ eko | museum) is presented as one of styles which museums especially natural

history museums in Japan should be selective in the 21 century. Under the severe circumstances of Japan now, museums

have to look for new ways to continue their activities. The “ecomuseum” is an advanced form of the ecomuseum which is

proposed in France in 1970s as a new style of museums. It composed of 4 elements such as a territory, a core museum, a

satellite one and a discovery trail and is managed under participation of habitants, and acts conservation of inheritance of

nature, culture and industry in the area.

Adding new elements such as “planet museum”, “star” one and “nebula” to the ones of ecomuseum, concept

of “ecomuseum” is constructed. It comprises an idea of expanded activities, namely, various, flexible, composite,

comprehensive and Japanese style ones. Some models of new “ecomuseum” as in Minokamo City, Higashiyama Region

in Nagoya City and Mizunami City and so on are shown.

Key words: ecomuseum, new museum, “planet” museum, “star” museum, “nebula”, Minokamo City, Higashiyama

district, Mizunami City
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Table. 1. Constitution of the ecomuseum in Japan.
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Table. 2. Problems of the ecomuseums in Japan.
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Message from a Museology Student in the 20th Century of Japan

Kimihiro Kurata

Former Meiji University

Abstract

This is a message to museum staffs in Japan sent by a senior museologist who mainly has been worked in the 20th

century. Firstly a short sketch of the museum history in the world and in Japan is drawn. Secondary, some notable points

on the museum such as museology, collection, visitor, museum staffs and so on, are discussed.

Key words: museology, museum, Japan, collection, visitor, museum staff
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